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September Program
by Joan Easton Lentz Friday, September 25

Farrand I-Iall, SBNI-I MuseumWHEN the foggy momings of time for making the journey. Byhlate 7:45 p_mV Reeshments
summer ive wa to the cool, October, it’s arge y over; most ave ~ '

crisp onei of fall? Santa reached their wintering grounds. 8'00 pm‘ Shae program
Barbara birders comb nearby beaches and An amazingly complex compass . ‘

tidal mudats searching for the species guides the birds. Imprinted in each of the “The L08 Padres Project”
that make up one of the most exciting shorebird species, their genetic memory -

events of the bird year — the shorebird leads them on a particular migratory path How an om man’; dream help
migration. Shorebirds come by the which ends at an age-old destination maintain and pfgggfvg sang; Bmbm-3
hundreds this time of year, sometimes in where they stay the winter. The surtbird, am] Venmm Cgungs‘ misting
huge ocks, oen in little straggling a west coast migrant, spends its brief national forest? Jain us 1'9; 3 fabulous
clumps. Winging their way south breeding season on rushing streams in jwmgy \f°ugh the ggaggns of the
hugging the westem coastline, they y Alaska, then winters along rocky coasts Lg; Pad;-$5 baekeourm-y as Santa
across miles and miles of ocean and as far south as the tip of Argentina. The Barbara Audubon $q¢-igty kicks Q‘
sandy beaches. These are “the wind western or “fulva” race of the lesser its 1992/93 program geyigg with an
birds,” as author Peter Matthiessen calls golden-plover nests near the Arctic Circle impfgsgive slide Show by Michael
them, blowing south aer their brief in Alaska and winters in southeast Asia, M90“, award-winning Santa Paula
breeding season in the far reaches of on several islands of the westem Pacic phgtggfaphgf and curator cfthg
northem Canada and the Arctic Circle. and, in small numbers, along coastal Brooks htstitutergallely.

From British Columbia to Baja and California. In fact, many lesser golden- In 31¢ winter Qf199O[91 Mum;
south to the tip of Argentina, the shore- plovers y from Alaska straight to wmmied himself than ambitious
birds chart their way, searching for inlets, Hawaii to winter, crossing nearly 3,000 5-year documentation project of the
estuaries and river mouths where they miles of open ocean without stopping. gquthgfn L05 Padfgg National Forest,
can rest and revive during their long These long-winged migrants with their His p'mj¢¢1 involve; packing up to
journey. Above all, they seek gooey far-ranging habits embody the mystery 100 pounds of equipment and
mudats where the prey they need to we attach to birds which can skillfully “megs, and hiking wilggngsg eas
rebuild their fat reserves is waiting. They negotiate the yways of the world. 19 mm‘;-d hi‘; Xp¢Q[\l]g$ on lm
must also rest for a few hours or a few Looking at the slender legs and delicate “In phg[o g gig‘ forest, I
days, but never for very long. Urgently bodies of the shorebirds, the distances gtfjvg ta mpmre its mqug aspects
they get up and y again, impelled they cover seem miraculous. maymying qualies. Ventura

A

southward. For a few weeks, we in Santa Barbara (jquniy hag 3 dive;-gieti baclq .

As the days shorten and the sun lies have ringside seats to this spectacle. qmmiy i'5'mgg¢d'ye[ V

lower and lower across the evening Y Here is an example of a typical day of and imwmng [Q_12§5¢ am
beach, the shorebirds sense the passage of birding, say at East Beach on a morning ¢,q,¢§iei,¢¢-1;sv¢i,a11¢ng1n‘g¢¢mi11,*"

the season. In order to survive, they must in mid-September: Loang around the _ Mania . Q; I: j ;V 3 “ . . .

keep on the move. Those who linger too high-tide pools and picking at the piles of ' 1 ingldg pig.‘
long may be doomed. Whether the bird seaweed on the beach, the larger sandpip- 13:1-o3V:1_v1f;_|_, 5¢;p¢ Rjv¢;,IPin¢VMm“ '

begins migrating in July (like the western ers such as the marbled godwit, whimbrel ' VB1\3¢.P¢ing‘Devils“Potrcro/§’0thblc$_
or least sandpiper) or in mid-September and willet can be foimd. A greater
(like the dunlin), each has an optimum (Please see Shgfgbirds on page 3) V. ; f; _‘V A e _ 1


