Birds of Santa Barbara County

This checklist covers the 481 species recorded in Santa Bar-
bara County through January 2006. Those species with 10
or fewer records since 1980 are listed in the appendix. The
status of the birds of the Channel Islands (San Miguel, Santa
Rosa, Santa Cruz, and Santa Barbara islands) is included, as
is that of the birds of offshore waters out to a distance of 200
nautical miles.

Taxonomic order follows the American Ornithologists’
Union’s Check-list of North American Birds, 7th edition (1998),
and its subsequent supplements.

SYMBOLS
Breeding Status
* Regular breeder
1 Rare, irregular, or very local breeder

Relative Abundance
C = Common: almost always found in proper habitat

U = Uncommon: regularly found in proper habitat,
but often missed
R = Rare: 2 to 15 individuals per season
X = Very rare or casual: average of one or fewer
records per season
Notes
(Cl) = Breeds mostly on the Channel Islands

(E) = Extirpated; formerly bred

Introduced

Breeds mostly on the higher peaks in the San
Rafael Mountains

(N) = Breeds mostly along the county’'s North Coast
Sporadic, irregular; may be numerous one year
and absent the next

Breeds mostly in the Cuyama Valley region

Spring: March 1 to May 31
Summer: June 1 to July 31

Fall: August 1 to November 30
Winter: December 1 to February 28
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DUCKS, GEESE, and SWANS
Greater White-fronted Goose . . . .. X
SnowGoose . ................. X
ROSS'S GO08O: . - v :cnsipmsnss s X
Brant: s ciccismicmmncnniams e [
CacklingGoose. .. ............. X
CanadaGoose . ............... U
TundraSwan. ... .............. X
Wood DUCKT . ; . somasamanms sa U
Gadwall* . .................... C
Eurasian Wigeon. . .. ........... X
American Wigeon (]
Mallard®. .. ...« sview s swsan .C
Blue-winged Teal. . ............. U
CinnamonTealt . .............. (o]
Northem Shoveler. . .. .......... 8
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Northem Pintailt. .. ... ... ... ..
Green-winged Teal . ............
Canvasback ..................
Redhead .....................
Ring-necked Duck. . . ...........
GreaterScaup. .. ..............
LesserScaup .................
SurfScoter . ..................
White-winged Scoter. . . .........
BlackScoter . .................
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—Bufflehead. .. ........ ... ... .. (o]
—— Common Goldeneye . . .......... X
. Hooded Merganser............. R
—— Common Mergansert. ... ....... U
— Red-breasted Merganser ........ U
e RUDdy Duck*. . ................ (o
GROUSE and TURKEYS
e Chukart .. .. ... X
— Wild Turkey* . ... ... ... ..... V]
NEW WORLD QUAIL
— MountainQuail*. . . ............. V]
— CalifoniaQuail* ............... C
LOONS

Red-throated Loon .. ........... (&
—— Pacificloon............ ... ... C
— Commonloon................. C
GREBES
—— Pied-billed Grebe*. . .. ... .. ..... (o]
w— Homed Grebe . ...... .......... U
— Red-necked Grebe ............. X
— EaredGrebet................. (o]
— Westem Grebet ... ............ C
— Clark's Grebe® .. .............. U
ALBATROSSES
e LaysanAlbatross. . ........... .. R
. Black-footed Albatross .......... U
FULMARS, SHEARWATERS, and PETRELS
—— Northern Fulmar . .............. R
= Murphy's Petrel . ... ... ... .. ... X
e ‘COOKSPEWBL. - v o s s mesmenss : X
—. Pink-footed Shearwater.......... (o]
— Flesh-footed Shearwater. ........ X
— Buller's Shearwater. . ...........
——— Sooty Shearwater . . ............ [o]
— Short-tailed Shearwater . ........ X
= Black-vented Shearwater ........ R
STORM-PETRELS

—. Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel .........
Leach’'s Storm-Petrelt. .. . ... ...
Ashy Storm-Petrel T. . .
Black Storm-Petrel T . . .
Least Storm-Petrel . ............

TROPICBIRDS

e Red-billed Tropicbird . . .. ........ X

PELICANS

— American White Pelican ......... V]
Brown Pelican* .. .............. C

CORMORANTS

— Brandt's Cormorant* . ........... [¢]

— Double-crested Cormorant* ...... (]

- Pelagic Cormorant*. ............ C

FRIGATEBIRDS

— Magnificent Frigatebird . . ... ... .. X

BITTERNS and HERONS

— American Bitternt . . .. .......... X

—— LeastBitternt .. ... ........... X

—— GreatBlue Heron*. ............. (o]

— GreatEgrett..... . ........... [o

— Snowy Egret . ........... ... .. C

— LitleBlueHeron . .............. X

— CattleEgret. . . ................ R

— GreenHeron* . ... ... ......... U

— Biack-crowned Night-Heront . .. .. [+

IBISES

— White-faced Ibis ............... R

NEW WORLD VULTURES

— Turkey Vulturet. .. .. .. ......... C

— CaliforniaCondort . ............
HAWKS, KITES, and EAGLES

—_—0sprey. . ... ... V]

White-tailed Kite*. . . . ........... V]
- BaldEaglet. ... ............... R
—— Northem Harriert . ... .. ..... ... V]
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Sharp-shinned HawkT. .. ........
Cooper's Hawk* ...............
Red-shouldered Hawk* . . ... ... ..
Broad-winged Hawk .. ..........
Swainson's Hawk . .............
Red-tailed Hawk* ..............
Ferruginous Hawk. . . ...........
Rough-legged Hawk . . ... ... ...
GoldenEagle*. ................

FALCONS

American Kestrel* . . ... .. ......
Merin ....... ... .. ... ...
Peregrine Falcon™t. ... .. ... ....
Prairie Falcont . ...............

RAILS and COOTS

ClapperRaitt . ..... .. ... .. ...
VirginiaRailt..................
Sorat . ... ...
Common Moorhen® . ...........
AmericanCoot*. ...............

PLOVERS

Black-bellied Plover. . . .. ... .. ...
American Golden-Plover. .. ... ...
Pacific Golden-Plover . .
Snowy Plover*. . ...............
Semipalmated Plover?t . . ... .....
Killdeer*. .. ... ... ..............

OYSTERCATCHERS

Black Oystercatcher*. .. .........

STILTS and AVOCETS

Black-necked Stilt* .............
American Avocett. .. ... ... ...

SANDPIPERS and PHALAROPES

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs . . ............
Solitary Sandpiper. S SEs
Willet. ..........
Wandering Tattler .. ............
Spotted Sandpipert . ...........
Whimbrel. .. ....... .. .. ... ..
Long-billed Curlew . ............
Marbled Godwit. . ..............
Ruddy Tumstone. .. ............
Black Turnstone ...............
SUMDId oo v avmsnpimass sz im
RedKnot.....................
Sanderding. . ..................
Semipalmated Sandpiper . .. ... ..
Western Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper ...............
Baird's Sandpiper .. ............
Pectoral Sandpiper
Dunlin ..........
Stilt Sandpiper. . ...............
RUffcc:icninasprinsnnsnsinms 15

Long-billed Dowitcher . . ... ... ...
Wilson's Snipe. . ...............
Wilson's Phalarope . .. ..........
Red-necked Phalarope . ... ......
Red Phalarope ................

SKUAS, GULLS, TERNS, and SKIMMERS

SouthPolarSkua ..............
Pomarine Jaeger. ..............
Parasitic Jaeger . ..............
Long-tailed Jaeger . ............
Laughing Gull . . ..
Franklin's Gull . . .
Bonaparte'sGull . ..............
Heermann'sGull .. .............
MewGull............_........
Ring-billed Gull ................
CalifomiaGull . ................
HemingGull. . .................
Thayer'sGull. . ................
Westemm Gull* .. ... ... ........
Glaucous-winged Gull. . .........
Glaucous Gull . ................
Sabine'sGull. . ................
Black-legged Kittiwake . .........
CaspianTern..................
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—— RoyalTemn.................... U
w—— ElegantTern ........ ... . ..... (o]
—_— CommonTem ................. V]
s APCHE TOMN - o555 5.5 055 5 65 05 s R
— Forster'sTem .. ..... ...... .. .. C
s OBt TOMIT 5 s g s s m s ot U
e BlackTem . ... ... .............. X
——— Black Skimmer ................ C
AUKS, MURRES, and PUFFINS
— CommonMurre................ U

Pigeon Guillemot* . . .. ... ....... C
—— Marbled Murrelet. . ... ... .......

Xantus's Murrelett .. .. ... ...... V)
e Craveri's Murrelet . ... ..........

Ancient Murrelet . ... ........... X
e Cassin'sAuklett . ... ... __.... v
e Rhinoceros Auklett......... ... U
— Tufted Puffint .. ...._.......... X
PIGEONS and DOVES
— Rock Pigeon* . ..... .. .. ....... C
— Band-tailed Pigeon* ............ [
— Eurasian Collared-Dove*. . . . ... .. C
e Spotted Dovet ................ R

White-winged Dove . . ........... X

Mouming Dove* ............... C
—— Common Ground-Dovet......... R
CUCKOOS and ROADRUNNERS

Yellow-billed Cuckoo............ X
— Greater Roadrunner*. . ... ..... .. V]
BARN OWLS
—_— BamoOwl* . ... ... ... 8]
TYPICAL OWLS
— FlammulatedOwlt ... ....... ... R
— Westemn Screech-Owl* . ... ... ... V]
e GreatHomed OWI* . . ... ... .. .. C
. Northem Pygmy-Owl* . ... ... ... V]
e Burrowing Owit. ... .. I —
— SpottedOwWlI*. . . ............... R
— long-earedOWIt ... . ... ... .... X
. Short-eared OWIt ... ... ... ... .. X
= Northem Saw-whet Owi*. . . . ... .. R
GOATSUCKERS
—. Lesser Nighthawkt ... . ... ... . R
— Common Poorwill*. .. ........... 9]
SWIFTS

Black Swift. . .................. X
—_— Vaux'sSwift. . ... ... ... ... .. U
e White-throated Swift* ........... (o]
HUMMINGBIRDS

Broad-billed Hummingbird. . . .
Black-chinned Hummingbird* . 8
Anna’s Hummingbird* . ... .......
Costa’s Hummingbird* ..........
Calliope Hummingbird. . ... ... ...
. Rufous Hummingbird ...........
. Allen’s Hummingbird* .. ... ......

KINGFISHERS
— Belted Kingfishert. . ............ (o]

WOODPECKERS
— Lewis’'s Woodpecker. . ..........
— Acorm Woodpecker* .. ..........
—— Williamson's Sapsucker .........
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker . . ..
—. Red-naped Sapsucker ......
Red-breasted Sapsucker T
Nuttall’'s Woodpecker*. . . .. ......
— Downy Woodpecker*. ...........
— Hairy Woodpecker*. . .. ...... ...

— White-headed Woodpeckert. . . . ..
Northern Flicker*. . ... ... .... ...

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS

Olive-sided Flycatcher*. .. ....... V]
— Western Wood-Pewee*. . . ....... U
e Willow Flycatchert . ... ..... . ... R
Least Flycatcher . .............. X
Hammond's Flycatcher . . ... ... .. R
Gray Flycatcher. . .. ............ X
Dusky Flycatchert ... .. .. ...... R
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— Pacific-slope Flycatcher* c U X MOCKINGBIRDS and THRASHERS : Indigo Bunting. . ............... X X R X C l I E C K I_ I S I
= Black Phoebe*. ........ C C C — Northern Mockingbird* ........ .. C C C C ’ Painted Bunting. . .............. X
—. EastemPhoebe ............... X X — SageThrasher ................ X X X i Dickecisse! . ... ... X X
— Say's Phoebet ................ R C o] — California Thrasher* . . .......... c C C [ [
—— Vermilion Flycatcher® .. ... ... .. X X X : BLACKBIRDS and ORIOLES
—— Ash-throated Flycatcher*. .. .. .. .. Uu U u X STARLINGS Bobolink .. ................... X R
— g:spsipa'l lf(mgtg:’fd [EREEREPTERR 6 ﬁ 5 5 European Starding* ............. c C Cc c () Red-winged Blackbir1d" - . C [o] C (o]
— in's Kingbird*. . ... .. ....... i {15« L
T Westem Kingbird* 1111111 € 6 © X WAGTAILS and PIPITS T e Meacomta S U ¢ o
Eastern Kingbird . .. ............ X X R Red-Throated Pipit X ; Yellow-headed Blackbird. . . ... ... R X R X
SHRIKES —— American Pipit. ................ c c i RustyBlackbird............. ... X X X
i —— Brewer’s Blackbird*. .. ... ... ... (o] (o3 C C
— Loggerhead Shrike* ............ U R U U WAXWINGS ) i Great-tailed Grackle*. . . ... . .... u U U u
VIREOS ~— CedarWaxwing................ ¢ x ¢ ¢ ! T Brown-headed Cowbird*. .. ... .. cC ¢ ¢ c
— BellsVireot .................. R R X X SILKY-FLYCATCHERS T Roodedomolet i e v X
= PUNDOOUS VIO, 252 25 0w smes E o E 2 —— Phainopepla”. . ................ U U uv u ! Buliock's Oriole* C ¢ U R
—_— in's Vireo* . ............... 1 i i
— Hutton's Vireo* ................ cC ¢ Cc ¢ WOOD-WARBLERS ! Sigwgﬁﬁ’.l‘%'? ................ )é R § )’3 )
. Warbling Viireo* . . .............. U U V] X — TennesseeWarbler. ............ X X R X !
—  Red-eyed Vireo................ X X X —___ Orange-crowned \4Varbler" ........ cC ¢c ¢ ¢ . FINCHES a n a a r a ra
Nashville Warblert . ... .. ... ... U X R R (M [ o T T
JAYS and CROWS Virginia's Warbler . ............. X R X a0 ' — Z‘;;‘;';’,E"F‘?,'.‘cm ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, g S S (R: (M)
Steller'sJay* . . ................ Uu U U wu — Lucy'sWarbler. . ............... X X X | — HouseFinch*. . ................ cC ¢c ¢c C
— lsland Scrub-dayt.............. C C C C (Cn —— Northern Parulat......... .. .. .. R X X X ! RedCrossbill. . . ............... X X X X (8)
Western Scrub-Jay* . ........... C C C [o] — YellowWarbler*. . ... ........... cC C C R ‘ PineSiskin ................... U X V] U (S
— Clark’s Nutcracker. ... .......... X X X = Chestnut-sided Warbler. . . . ... ... X R X “ Lesser Goldfinch* . ............. c G (o C
Yeliow-billed Magpie* ........... C C C C —— MagnoliaWarbler .............. X X h Lawrence's Goldfinch* ..... .. ... v V] R R
—— AmericanCrow* ............... C [o] G C —— Black-throated Blue Warbler . . . . .. X X X | American Goldfinch*. .. ... ... ... C (o] C (o]
CommonRaven*............. .. U u U V] — Yellow-rumped Warblert. .. ... ... cC R C C (m Evening Grosbeak. . . ........... X X X X (S)
LARKS . Black-throated Gray Warbler* . . . . . V] U U R d
—— Black-throated Green Warbler. . . . . X X X OLD WORLD SPARROWS
. Homed lLark*.................. (o] U C (o] — Townsend's Warbler . ........... [o] (o] C House Sparrow* . . ............. C C C c o By Dave Com pton and Joan LentZ
—— HermitWarbler . ... ............ U X R R '
SWALLOWS e Blackburnian Warbler ... ... ..... X X
—m— Purple Martint. .. .. ... .. . .. .. R R X — PraireWarbler ... .......... ... X X i
— TreeSwallow* . ................ cC u U U — PamWwarbler. . ................ X R R | Appendix: Ten or fewer records since 1980
— Violet-green Swallow* . . .. .. ... .. C (o U R —. Blackpoli Warbler ......... X R g
P gonpesm l}ough—winged Swallow* . g )(2 g R — Elrzck-and;vl':jiteta Vr\:arbler ;(( § 2 ; = Fulvous Whistling-Duck — Groove-billed Ani
e BankSwallow ... .............. _— erican Redstart ............. — Emperor Goose — Common Nighthawk
Cliff Swallow* . ................ c C [o] R —— Prothonotary Warbler . .......... X X il Gar‘;aney — Whip-poor-veill
— Bam Swallow*. ........ . ... ... c € UuU R —_ gorvn-eb_ rgting Warbler ........... § 5 § X — Baikal Teal — Chimney Swift
— Ovenbird . ... .. ... L L -tail ingbii
CHICKADEES and TITMICE Northern Waterthrush . . ... ...... X R X — L:?;%E.ﬂ t7:';;“;;( _ Sﬁﬂéﬁiiﬂ '&}‘0’22‘;2%?2?
—— Mountain Chickadee* ........... cC C€C C ¢Cc (M — Kentucky Warbler . ......... ... X X X X I — Barrow's Goldeneye " Greater Pewee
—— Chestnut-backed Chickadee* . . . . . c € C C (N —— Mourmning Warbler . ............. X " Yellow-billed Loon —_ Eastern Wood-Pewee
—— Oak Titmouse*. ................ ¢c ¢ ¢ ¢ — "‘:ﬂacG'"'Vfgylf Vth?lfb'et';T --------- g é g é —__ Short-tailed Albatross —__ Yellow-bellied Fiycatcher
BUSHTITS — e W rb?er‘r POBL™. wrevome wiergig % X x x — Mottled Petrel — Dusky-capped Fiycatcher
Bushtit* C C C C Wilson’s Warbler* .. .. ... .. ... c U c R o Galapagos/Hawaiian Petrel — Great Crested Flycatcher
USHUL™ ;v s sempes ssn w3 s mains — Cans dasWaa rbleer """"""" x | Stejneger’s Petrel — Brown-crested Fiycatcher
NUTHATCHES Yellow-breasted Chat*. . .. ... [ U U R X ;  ==cEe e ] T YoM
_ Red-breasted Nuthatch* . .. .. .. .. Uu U U U (M e VBN SNORIWETD — SCiss0rlaled F yoatcher
—— White-breasted Nuthatch*. . . ... .. c ¢ ¢c ¢ TANAGERS . —Wilson's Storm-Petrel — White-eyed Vireo
Pygmy Nuthatch* . . ..... ... ... . ¢ ¢© c M) Summer Tanager. . .. ........... X X R R i - Ringed Storm-Petrel - Gray Vireo
— Western Tanager* c U c R (M) | — Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrel —— Yellow-throated Vireo
CREEPERS il et ; Red-tailed Tropicbird .. Blue-headed Vireo
Brown Creeper*. .. ............. U U U U NEW WORLD SPARROWS | — Masked Booby —— Philadelphia Vlfeo
— Green-tailed Towhee. ... ... ..... X X X X ! —— Blue-footed Booby — Yellow-green Vireo
WRENS Spotted Towhee*. . . . ... ........ cC ¢ c c¢C — Brown Booby — Pinyon Jay
— RockWren*................... U R U U — California Towhee* . ............ cC C Cc ¢C X — Red-footed Booby — Verdin
—_ CanyonWren*. ... ............. U U U U —— Rufous-crowned Sparrow* . ... ... Uu U uU u ! —— Tricolored Heron — Sedge Wren
Bewick’'s Wren* . ... ............ cC C € ¢C —— Chipping SparrowT............. Uu U U u ! — Reddish Egret — Dusky Warbler
. HouseWren*............. .. ... cC C Cc ¢C —... Clay-colored Sparrow . . ......... X R X i ~— Roseate Spoonbill — Wood Thrush
Winter Wrent .. ............... R X U U — Brewer’'s Sparrowt .. ... ........ R R R X (Y : — Wood Stork —— Gray Catbird
— MarshWren*. ... . ... ........ [o] U C Cc (N) —— Black-chinned Sparrow* . ........ U u X X H — Mississippi Kite — Brown Thrasher
PPERS ——. VesperSparrow. ............... R R R | — Northern Goshawk — Bendire’s Thrasher
DI — LarkSparrow* . ................ V] (V] U U H — Z0one-tailed Hawk — White Wagtail
e American Dippert.............. R R R R —— Black-throated Sparrowt ........ R R R X () ‘ — Crested Caracara — Sprague'’s Pipit
KINGLETS v EargkeBSparrow' ................ U U U (V] e Yellow Rail . Bohemian Waxwing
—_ La unting ... ............... X X ! — Black Rail —— Golden-winged Warbler
Golden-crowned Kinglett .. ... ... R R V] U (S,M) — Savannah Sparrow™............ C U [ C ! — Sandhill Crane — Cape May Warbler
— Ruby-crowned Kinglet. . ......... C (o] [ — GrassshopperTSparrow" .......... U U 5 R i — Wilson’s Plover — Yellow-throated Warbler
e FOXSparrow? ... .. ... ... .... V] R V) M ] Piping Pl Grace’s Warblel
OLD WORLD WARBLERS and GNATCATCHERS T Song Spamow* |11 111l ¢ ¢ cc™ | == Ametican Oystsmaicher " Pine Warbler Snowy Plover by Pelsr Gaede
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher*. .. ....... cC u (] [ = Lincoin’s Sparrow . ............. [¢] [ ] : — Spotted Redshank — Bay-breasted Warbler wy y
E— e e 1 - — e Sebow e
[R— -throated Sparrow . .. ...... e ew e r
Westem Bluebird*. . .. ... ....... c C c 4~ — Harris’s Sparrow . ... ... ... ... X X X - de-ngl:;kgd Stint . p:ir:t‘ed Igedstaart &
— Mountain Bluebird . . . ........... X R R (S) — White-crowned Sparrow* ........ cC v C C (N) - Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - Hepatic Tanager
e JOWNsend's Solitaire . . ... ....... R X R R — Golden-crowned Sparrow . ....... c X (] C " Curlew Sandpiper " Scarlet Tanager . G
— Swainson's Thrush*. . ........... U v R —. Dark-eyed Junco* . ............. C € € ¢ " Buff-breasted Sandpiper T Cassin's Sparrow Published by.
—— Hermit Thrush R & © e o SR X X X — Little Gull —— American Tree Sparrow Santa Barbara Audubon Society
—— [T can PR S 2 & = —=== Chestnut-collared Longspur'......... X — Black-headed Gull " Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow http://www.rain.org/~audubon/
— Varied Thrush ................. ® GROSBEAKS and BUNTINGS Gull-billed Tern —— McCown's Longspur
BABBLERS Rose-b: Parakeet Auklet Pyrrhuloxia
— -breasted Grosbeak . . ...... R X R R — s g
Wrentit* . ... ... c ¢c ¢ c¢ —__ Black-headed Grosbeak* . . ... ... cC ¢ € R D P s — Common Grackie Rare Bird Alert 805-964-8240
—  BlueGrosbeak*................ u U U X — Ruady round-Love © 2006 Santa Barbara Audubon Society
——— lazuli Bunting* . ............... C Cc (o3 X



