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February 15 DUNE LAKES--A beautiful area and a wonderful opportunity to View
Saturday ducks, geese, marsh birds. It is necessary to limit the trip to

10 cars. Suggested driver donation: $2.50. Take lunch. Priority
will be given to those members who haven't visited this private
hunting preserve before. Contact leaders for reservations. Plan
to meet at the Museum of Natural History or at the Arroyo Grande
exist going north on 101.

Leaders: Mike and Donnis Goodwin, 963-1265

February 23 Harbor Bird Refu e-~Meet near the Yacht Club on the breakwater
Sunday at 3:30 am. ‘ " .

’ ’ Leader: John Arnold -»

FIELD TRIP REPORT -

Lake Los Carneros--A small group of birdwatchersgmet early on Nov. 30 for a
morning's walk around the"2 Goleta Lakes. Among the lgspecies seen were a common
Gallinule, 2' pairs of Gadwall, Redheads, Canvasbacks, Tiled-naped Sapsucker, Bonaparte's
Gulls and kingfishers. Near the beginning of our walk aroundthe large pond, two
American Bitterns were seen gayly cavorting in the reeds--one assumed the vertical
a§l_§z%ir1f.'posture. ». e = ‘ - '

Santa Barbara area naturalists are fortunate to have this pond environment
scheduled for park status, but its value for wildlife could be severely damaged by
recreational. overdevelopment. This walk was scheduled just. after sunr__i§_e because you
cab see thebirds more easily then _a_n_d soon after the neighborhood wakes up, the din
of childrens motorbikes and traffic begins. As many birdwatchers who frequent the lakes
“know, a late morning walk may not be very productive , which is unfortunate.

~ ' ' ' ' Bill Gielow '

‘v 1NUMBER PLEASE OOPS. _ . .

'r= ' I was ouite embarrassed to find that the number listed in the last issue for
the LA Audubon taped message was incorrect. The correct number is: (213) 8714-1318.
Sorry for any inconvenience. . .

ON DOING~-ONE'S THING *

‘ Q1'_LTl1anksgiving anfriend and I walked in through an open way, over the RB. tracks,
to sit anduwalk. on the lovely beach northwest of the Yéntuna river estuary. Quiet.
Many birds observed. Peaceful. Presently two ORV's, ~one ridden by a 15 year old boy
(we asked him his age and begged him and an older man to leave the beach alone)--
without liscense, without any muffler or noise control, each ORV belching blue fumes.
Birds disappeared in alarm. Back and forth at top speed rode these two idiots. When
they'd'had~:their fill, they left, rode up to the tracks, hoisted their OI-W's between
the rails and -crossed the river on the old iron trestle and so--out of sight.

Back and forth on the beach immediately following the departure of the ORV's,
two h-wheel drive machines "did their thing"--one at top speed. Each alternated
between the actual beach and a sand track road behind it--along the dunes and RR
tracks and beside a small freshwater pond “containing a few birds.--but they left.
We had walked thataway to get away from th_e stinking blue exhaust fumes of the ORV
lads-on the'beach. No use. j ' . ~

I wonder if the CHP is interested? _"__Q;g;Lhe owners of the land? ,Qr,,_the Southern
Pacific? 0rKanyone who hasdreverence and/or responsibility toward nature? Or the birds?

It‘ was a farce and ainadnes-s to go there for something pure and unspoiled and
to discoverfthat the state of California, for a $15 fee, allows and/or encourages this
kind of'"spo‘rt". A ' ’

~ a " ' " Dorothy Jeakins, 969-0777


