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“Through the Eye of the Professional” —-A View of Birdlife from Mexico to British Columbia”

Allan Halfhill is a local television news photographer who began photographing birds and wildlife
ten years ago. He will be presenting his slides at this month's meeting. Alan, at present, is Production
Manager for KCOY—TV and in the past was newsphotographer at that studio and also Public Relations
photographer at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. Join us for a great evening of quality pictures and
commentary at the Fleischmann Auditorium, Museum of Natural History, at 8:00 P.M. Fellowship

and refreshments will follow. Please remember to bring your own cup.

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

March 13 Board of Directors Meeting—Junior Library, Museum of Natural History at 7:30 P.M.
Thursday

March 16 Sandyland Slough—Meet at the Museum of Natural History at 8:00 A.M. or Santa Claus
Sunday Lane at 8:45. Driver donation, .50. For reservations call Minna Smith, 966-7971. Leader:

Bob Hough.

March 21 Catalina Weekend—Call Minna Smith for car pooling arrangements, and any questions.
Friday See you on the 7:30 P.M. boat from Long Beach to Avalon. We'll have a ball!

March 22 Hope Ranch—Leader: Louis Bevier, 962-1037 evenings.
Saturday

April 12 Mystery Ranch—Header: Charis Bratt. Call Charis at 967-7043 for details.
Saturday

April 19 San Roque Canyon—Meet at the Museum of Natural History at 7:30 A.M. or at the
Saturday Entrance to San Roque Canyon off Foothill and San Roque Road at 8:00 A.M.

for a half day walk down the canyon. Driver donation, .75. Leader: Dean Bazzi

GOLDEN TROUT CAMP

For the sixth year, the Audubon Sierra Natural History For brochure of more information, contact Mrs. Tomi Sollen,
Workshop will be held at Golden Trout Camp, a semi-primitive 825 N. Soledad, Santa Barbara CA 93103. Phone (805) 966-4836.
camp located withinthe Golden Trout Wilderness in the southern
Sierra at an altitude of 10,000 feet. Guests hike in 2‘/1 miles from
the end of the road, which is about 17 miles southwest of Lone Pine. Session 1. sun. Ju|y 27 through Sit Aug 2

Hikes, led by naturalists offer a chance to learn the alpine ecolo- session 2 Sm Au 3 th h S t A 9
gy, flora and fauna of the area. Or, come to enjoy high mountain Cost. ‘I2; ‘dung, ;9%'cH1d::8und;,.'
experience.
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE amps IN SANTA BARBARA

I re-discovered Audubon magazéne this week.b R%ninu;_g_'iri{g By Poul Lehman

lL‘;€\l1ll‘ge}il !:p€etali\e‘i'd:il"li:t fgbeaksdgg V\;.e):tSe(ii'ii) Oiynitlibllo illté The winter of 1979-80 was excellent for unusual species
convention here I decided to read “North Again" by John Maison in the Santa Barbara region. Some of the more noteable individuals
in the same issiie (March 1977). Captivated by its watercolor, _ii_i- were mentioned in last month's E_1l _Teo_olote and they will lléit bg

spired by its prose_, and edified by its discussion of_ northern prairie repeated here. Due to space llllttlgfllsvbethfe Pflglein <:g|{t
geology, I determined to read long-neglected articles and re-read 1n til}? Silba Barbara area proper w scusse

' co umn.
Somlgriilivlntgllltliaes latter two were immediately pounced upon evoking mm’-h1esbeSi"Y1l"E ef December “'35 3 Ve1‘Y mememble °ne in the
memories of analogous personal ex eriences and blotting out all Santa Maria area. A McCown's Longspuf. the rst W91‘ f°1'

else as I entered the author's woriii. Not dissimilar in effect to Santa Barbara County. W35 feund Novembel‘ 30. nd W88 Still
we11.w;-men ficgiom Plimpgol-|‘s “Un an edazu de carne“ present in February for the first record of a wintering bird on

(November 1977) and George Miksoh glttong “Fuertes" (Nov- the coast of California. On December 2, several birders were

ember 1974) somehow strike a responsive chord in me. checking pastureland west of town where upwards of 29 American
The magazine, of course, _has dozens of memorable issues Golden Plovers (Of the asiatiil: race “fltJll1:}:, thet otne expetctfsd

%“°k°‘hw“h i‘“"d'°ds °‘~ ‘l°"~°“i §‘“‘.i'iS' iii?” ?¢ii’“~‘iL"‘i..L’I.’§ iie§1“‘ti?§y“§i§§,?§.l§t§.l"§.i...tl.lZ §‘l§§‘m.o§.‘ii§wkw§ie"L'L§e;
oiioliirdsizflifjey. ldladllizryf disléiission of vdetacdans, and third winter record. This speciels‘ has recently Il9ClI;9:iSt9\1ll1 ngimgg

1'-iyt "°§~S°"“‘t-f""€"“i. i““'°hi19l3iwL§.'lo}ZTi °’§l"§1‘3"‘§'.'.’.i‘ fdlfd Elli ETQJZ 33,‘;ZZ‘.§§°.?l§li.§¢"$,§.°p§Z§L‘L’{‘ at 1121? o.‘i§,}h’J.i.?my-narcicnnimaepoograpso r_ ‘w , - _ _-by §‘{‘ge;-““‘i,P§ki,°“" S*mP'Y.'";'*“*‘*@- . .1 u. .. .. .“§“li° A2152:25;:e::.:::.2:°zi::,r;1“;z 22.": ‘~’::.""::.iZ.3:":i;:: n -

of the ed‘n:\tlche;i'I’l'—nt%e ‘dlimbonis:ngrruI'ldd-liogjgliiiginlfldlvzmber q1;77 month the Santa Maria area also ‘produced an gstern Plwebe.
again), unquestionably :‘Phantoms of the polar ice" is the best- Grg Flycatchenfand B1801?-tihroate Blli1eg'Varbrlle;.r

§“°’°g’“‘i‘§$‘§- s*“g‘e -‘"1" S"-iii” I"-° 1?";-S 15”“ .iN§°i, 197?." wi.§i§.§{“§i!Z é’§.i§¥§§“Tii§Hiiii §.¢.°i§. tn. casual eastern: n -

Bi1'1"€iim is 35551?ieiegding <.1§§“ié'-}§> “Aslei:xl)deruSl1c1ut)ch and vagrant. It is uluu uuuu uuusuul uu it uuuuueu ut uu iuluuu
the appreciative mind" is a sensitive trebtment of this complex locality as 9' Ve1'Y 13?Se Percent °f 0'11‘ Vagfnts are 1‘ee°!'ded ‘mm
immensely gifted observer/writer (Ma;-¢h 1979). the immediate coast. An Arctic Loon on the lake during the same

I resist the temptation to continue. Articles, p(hotographs, period was the first ever inland for the 00"!"/Y1-I h b, d

Paiigi. °““““g i“i“““l"y “‘°F° §"*1““§{’.§'°‘i.?.‘l‘ZY.‘Z c§§§J$§1i'$§ sh§§i’§i1§ii“s§3.dZ‘i§Zi’h°i.tZ°J.‘§§.°;l‘}°?. t'i.’Z°ii.§{’i<§.»¢i.'Z..‘§e§i;.§
issue: :1-eoaiql-ti ii,§“P§¢:e§ni§: :n3e1;zl1!11g_g record for that month, 3 Ruffs (an asiatic species, like the Sharp-

I started by saying that I “rediscovered” Audubon. It was tailed), and the first-ever Stilt Sandpiper to winter on the coast oi
never ignored or lost in my house, merely somewhat taken for the state. Also seen around Pt. Mugu were a Tipical Kingbird
granted. Never, ltrust, again. Good birding, Brad Schram g€::X9Stef%M9Xl00). E_$%¥I‘l'1 Phoebe. Bk SW OW (8 rst f0!‘

During December, Two “mini-invasions" involving northern
sea birds develoed. A total of 8 Oldsquaws have been recorded
between Santa aria (including 4 together at the Santa Maria

BELUS VIREO rivermouth) and Pt. Mugu; one each winter is normal. The other
“invasion” invollfeéi MMarbled and Anciegtmll/Iunelegsé Amsgiall

- . . number of Mar e urre ets were seen aroun an ar-
Fr°.lI6h§E‘sg;!i:lrR§‘g1jlgioknd wildlife) bara and _Ventura in December and early January; there are very

received a petition to list two subspecies of the Bell's Vireo (Vireo few pl.'evl°‘;‘§ ;e.°°rds for S‘i;'t€‘e§u camormmx Anent Mlagslgj
vellii) from Mr. J .M. Greaves, Goleta, California. A review of the 3' spemes W lo 15 very rare “ .0 m.°re amma °°c“ren°e'
‘status sf thise twolsubspegies‘ hzgs been conducted ang is sum- eligggigegularly off Santa Maria with smaller numbers South t0

marize e conc usion o t e ervice based u on t is status . ' . ~ -

review indicates that one or both of these subslpecies may be with the. °°Fnm§ °SfMa"g1‘ ll: good nun,i%er pf sggzg
candidates for a proposal as Endangered or Threatened under the beg‘? l’° arrive m.t' Xe dam: V3!‘ in “Fla t imoi bag: vireo
protection of the Endangered Species Act of 1973. as amended..... spemes t° d° 5° mfg“ If tk?» 88.91“ Byca C ea? ard gm f-“Si
However, insufficient data were presented to permit the Director and Hooded and u Md inn "0. esw yblmon sd e%l;ck_headed
to propose listing either subsgecies as Endangered or Threatened Blackthroatein Gmyhan . S03 STh at Q31 an‘ F b d
or to propose any Critical Ha itat.-Some, but not all, of the infor- G'°5bek§ W .a:1s°h ave alnwe ' ; mo? sralboe gury 3'5
mation still requirled by the Sertiice bgforelthe Directior canbconsideli; (B€I(;’;_':1}2u_::'1‘t';gp;vs‘ttthlé $2; “E9 num er 0 no un ran
proposing any rues are: compete istri ution an num ers st' . ' . H - ., -

extant in southwestern U.S. and northwestern Mexico, specific Oddly as lt lnayh seem‘ .5°ve'.'3l 5P(€°'°sA‘ §P‘i}I“8 'l“51l;‘?'n£
habitats that may be proposed as critical, economic and other already appear In t e “Yea m ml "Km erb Q33 ummué Flag
impacts of designatin such areas as Critical Habitats. and the are the. mil‘ 3° ‘}“‘lll‘e the“ Prgsiilcg .n°}§‘Y by ml 'aT“I‘l'a"§;ith“ Eve
documented impacts ofthe cowbird and loss of habitat to the vireo. H“m.mm% 1' £11 ° ‘f“{,.5‘]’°€' 9 In Tm §0m";y . ° Cliff and
Any person havin information on the vireo‘s past or present_distri; spam” ° SW °ws' l° e ‘grew’ rec’ ‘Ii ‘Wm ' ' .

bution or rate 0% cowbird parasitism are urged to send their B?"“'I“ °°“tr”t'°“' °t!}:°' tw° sw‘;'u°ws(B€}? lmd “rple Martm)
records to the Service.....The purgose of the extended comment W111 “M 399°“ hr amt er ‘me °r w° mm‘ S‘
period is to allow for at least the 1 80 nesting data to be gathered
and submitted."

Information is to be submitted to the Director of OES‘ by ;-
October 3, 1980. This notice of review does not commit anyone to /'“‘
anything. What is needed now is enough information, of sufficient /‘Y4 g,-ff
importance to have the Director of the Office of Endangered 3
Species Igropose listing of the species (or its subspecies) an any .4/1,¢;jf“ >§~Z,\. l ii,
Critical abitats. Once that proposal has been made, there are then "” "f~'/V
only two years in which to gather and submit data to insure that a " “ ‘ -

species be desi ated Threatened or Endangered, and its habitats 7

be designated grlitical Habitats. or the proposal is withdrawn. So,
the next three years should be bus ones for Bell's Vireo research.
‘Mr. John L. Spinks, Jr. Chief, Office of Endangered Species, Fish
and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20240 (703-235-2771).
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CONSERVATION Bell's Vireo0Up-datéez As a !‘9S§1ll; of a petition from iim
, ffi d ' , t' bl' d

911-3 11»-*1 91>-1¢.'<>!_1>i="1~z&iWe “=51 1*" 5P"¥°11 Atwsier-i m'?§Z°i~§§§$ Regcigtgr l3i§§§l“§§ZZpe§Z§1°§w§°s1§§hYw“§sl’§n‘iii.

creeki eiedly 1° km weeds ,1“ the c1““1“°1~ 11113 came “mm species are now open for comment regarding their status relative
5 few 1119111 5 111 e°111P1e1-9 111‘e1181h8 °11he "reek 1“ the same areas Octobervsal for listing as Threatened or Endangered. We have until
5P1‘11Y91-'1 (M019 Mesa to Patterson Avenue . As a result of the 0ctover1980tosupply additional information pertinent to its sensi-

5P1'5Y1118_5v h1d111$_111111 19111111118 he111t11~1 W115 11°5t1'°Ye11 111 the tive nature, its specic habitat requirements, and environmental

FT?‘?k- B11"15,“1111Z111§ the creek have bee" 1°55 °°mm°11 511199 the factors thatsignificantly affectsits continued existence in California

11111131 5P1'aY111E1 9'11 _ the weeds 111111 11"'°1Y 11e8'“,h the 1'°°°Ve1'Y (as well as other states in the regions under comment), as well
P199955 W11911 the 1111115 e111119- N°W» 111191‘ 1hej1°°11111E 111 the °1_‘5e_k as any additional information on occurence, nesting, etc. For this
°"91' th9FP1151 1911 1111Y51 1h9l:'e_111'9 "e1'Y few hW9F115 1911- T1115 15 reason, the research in 1979, takes on an even more significant

:;:.‘;: $3.3.‘::'1i*.:i.::..,:‘;:::’..‘2"1:..t*.:.:-:,.z£‘:::*::i:a*,.:f ;*:.?;:,",;*g',;¢{;“*§‘;,§““e”“*1"*°“‘°"‘"“‘"°"°'"P"°
rential ooding. The net effect of the s raying? Probably ONLY ' me g “ ‘

h ' ' f l d ' ' fthewtert e poisoning 0 man p ants an anim s, poisoning o a
owmg to the ocean {into the Coastal Zone, another whole level of
concern), poisoning of the mouth of the creek at Goleta Beach, and
possibly of a few unwitting humans at the beach.

Thus, without assessing the impacts of its actions, the FCD can.
and DOES, continue to justify such actions in the name of
“Flood control". The fact that the water did not overow the
(!(;;lC1'9l29 bank OE tiiedsidgs oghe creek is not dule to “fl control"
e orts, but tot e a o su cient rain to swe t e cree to over-
owing (witness the disasterous “oods controlled” in rivers and POINT MUGU TRIP
creeks to the south of us this past fort-ni htl). Please con-

tact the State Coastal Commission (Naomi Schwartz), County 011 Se1}11_‘119~Y- -1111111111)’ 215- _1We111Y ve A111111h°11 399191)’

Supervisors (Bill Wallace represents the district through which 1119111119" "$11911 the P1191119 111155119 0911191‘ 111 P111111 M11E11- A5 the
Atascadero Creek flows to the ocean), the Calif. Dept. of Fish and 111159 15 9195911 11° 1/15_11'°1'5 9_11991_1 hY 511991111 11l'1'8l1g91119l'l1, 11 W85

Game (Michael Wolter 1-688-7284), if you do not want to see your 11 819111? 11931 1° 8° 1111111118 111 1 15 P191991-911 111911-

watei-ways poisoned and per-vetted the name of unproven We were fortunate to have Ronald Dow, base ecologist, to escort
“efcacy"_ our tour, for Ron knew where to find the burrowing owl and many

other good birds.
The day was cool and windy, buffetting binoculars at times, but

M03]; MESA the trig was_worthwhile indeed, at least 70 _species of birds being

At some time during the winter of 1979-80, Donald Simonson or S1311“ ' Whlle were W?“ 'th°1'°' 1‘ f“°'1lghtm5'f"1.°11°e a¢1'°ss the
his assignsalowed up the vernal pool on the east side of More Mesa, base. caused ire“ exutemem am‘.’n§ buds “P b“d?'s' Shartled
removing willows and cat-tails from the area. A nearby resident by 111111?“ °f . lack 51§1°k°' 11111111’ bu 5 1'°°k mug‘ Tins pmvlded 3
has, meanwhile, ke t the area watered in order to prevent the area magmcem V19?" °f ve whtt°"fr°nted geese ymg "1 fmm °f the
{mm dying_ Cagtaifs are retuming but the willows are new g°ne_ smoke, a study ui contrast with the flock of the larger Canada geese

A tractor, ostensibly belonging to DS or his assigns, attempted to wmh ew 1110118 ‘"1111 1he1'1(;- h
t d Q, 1; th th h ti, d ti _ecau_se it is a protecte area, t e ase is ric y en owe with

lifismeld (;0:VK1.es we we pa S mug e area an Pmmp y wildlife, including ground squirrels. We remarked on_the large
Kg number of red-tailed hawks, perching everywhere, soaring above,

Meanwhile, the More Mesa Land Trust petitioned Naomi 111111 h111111118 11°W11 1h9 51111111915-

Schwartz of the State of California Coastal Commission in order 111119118 the 111°1‘e 51199159111111‘ 518h11118'5 W919 Wh11e'1a11911 1111595,

to get the Regional CC to act. The Regional CC had been reluctant P111Y1118 11°W'Y°11'599'115'11°W'Y°11'11°11’1 h9h11111 991'1h 9111h11111119111~5

to do anything about enforcing the laws that are a part or its respon- 111111 11111 8'1’?-$5, _1111 11111111 Th11Y91"5 E1111, With R5 Bhfotorlsl-i dark
sibility under state mandate (“io preserve unique ecosystems eye plainly .VlSlble through the scopes, and a stilt sandpiper (very

within the coastal zone"): thus the necessity of “goin over" the 1319 101' ihls M981 Probing in Shallow water alongside the dow-

local group's head to get any action. The State CC gave the l®¢horS-

Regional until February 19, 1980, to see that something was done Also seen were a pair of Lapland Longspur in a ock of horned

to stop the wholesale illegal destruction of uni ue parts of the More larks. male and female black scoter. a common gallinulo. a common

Mesa ecosystem. The Regional CC issued, on %‘ebruary 14, a “Stop ml-lrro and about 50 harbor $9818. one of the few resident
work order" to DS, pending 3 resolution of the charges being colonies on the south coast. Everyone went home satised, and once

brought by MMLT_ £58111 we must thank Minna Smith for organizing a Diane Porter
i rip.

On Mgrchll ind 2,NEll\1/F591‘ wilé ge fielg tgips tx lglotre Mietsa

sponsore in part y t e an anta ar ara u u on. e

trips will attempt to inform the public of the plant life of the Mesa, MEMBERSHIP

as wen asfshow visitors ghe lglique bin? imind 5tg8re' A lag A Suggestion for soliciting new members: Bring a guest to
afternoon ield trip, on atur ay aroun o : p.m. w one of stimuhtin . . . .

- - - - - g monthly meeting programs, invite a friend
offer visitors the opportunity to view both Burrowing and Short to accompany on on one of our varied eld trips, lend pass

TQ‘, °“°21°W1s- 5.5 ,we11 as Whit’e'med Kites‘ and other’ more common along a copy olyyour Audubon to someone to whom this beautiful
species inhabiting the More Mesa. magazine might penX

_\\ Members of the SBAS are urged to attend these eld trips, F111W91'5 1111' ‘£9, 1-'1V_1118 DeP51'1111911t= D9 7°11 111111" W110 the
E and bring as many guests as they wish. Please attend—numbei",s ge°P19 1119 that h1‘1118_ 111 (‘he 111051 119W 111911111915 1° I‘-11111111011’?

Q are important, as_this will be a show of strength and concern . 1'°,111 11115 M911'1h91'5111P See1'e13f11'Y5_ 9XP91f1911¢9- they 111‘9 111111119

1 The Regional CC 1S apparently ov_er-loaded with non-elective con_i- S11111h(Wh0 11115 °_1‘811111Z91_1 9111' 11119 119111 1-11115) {"111 5111119! T1‘b0X

missioners who have little or no intention of preserving the basic lwhe 115 15111191111911 Ghe1!'1111111 1911115 511991111 1111111118 °111111E5 111111

Y re uirements of the Coastal Commission: the preservation and 511911115 111111 5h°W5 51_-11-1e5 11° 1111 11111115 91 °1‘89111Ze11°1151~

/'/1

M ..

“Q

enhancement of California's uniquely rare wild coastal ecosystems P191" 91119 1111119" 0111 110119? 11115 119911 9° 99111111119 1° $91111

In March, the State and Regional Coastal Commission will beg-in tifies_us to the contrary. From now on, if you move out of the area

S ecial hearings to address the More Mesa battle. Please attend. W9 W111 1'9111°V9 Y11111‘ 11111119 110111 1119 15119901999 111911111’? 1151 111119115

Vdjagcii the sun B"-bu-. Neyg Pfggg for time and date, you inform us that you want to continue to receive it. his for two
Members of SBAS are iii-god to take 1;;-ips in More Mesa as reasons: rst, to relieve you of mail no longer of interest, and

often as ossible and keep their eyes open to any destructive ac- two, 1° save our Chanel: m°11eY (oiwh Issue oosts about 1§ cents

tivities that hint of attempts to destroy or alter the present eco- P91‘ 99115’ 591111~ L91 115 191191519 111111 W9 1119 h11PPY 1° 90111-111119 1/0

system. Take notes, and pass them on to Larry Bickford, 964-2904, 119111 Y°11 E1 T991111199 11 Y9" 1191119 11119 1° have 11 1111/91‘ Y9" 111°V9-

or the conservation committee of SBAS. 191111 -1011118011

V

gm

:__ 5 in southern Caiifomia, El Tecoloto to each memberwhomoves out of our area, unless he no-



EL TECOLOTE DEADLINE

‘The deadline for contributions to the April issue is Friday,
28 (monthly meeting). Bring your contributions to the

meetmgr or send them eary that week to John Bullock, 217
South hird Street, Lompoc, CA 98486.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The SBAS Board of Directors meets in the Junior Library at
the Museum of Natural History at 7:30 P.M. on the second

Thursday of each month. The next meeting will be March 18.

Members are welcome to attend.

DIAL-A-BIRD

For current news of rare and unusual birds in the Santa
Barbara area call 964-8240 anytime, night or day. You will hear a
3-minute recording giving all the latest information.

MAILING PROBLEMS?

Send address changes to Jean Johnson. 266 Canon Drive,
Santa Barbara, CA 931 5 or cal Jean at 687-1651.

BIRDATHON

Although nal details are still unavailable, we are assuredt . . . .
at full results Wlll be published m the next issue of Audubon Con-

servations Topics.

EL TE(;()L()TE Non-Profit Organization

Santa Barbara Audubon Society U.S. Postage

P.O. Box 2067 PAID
S t B bara, CA

Santa Barbara, CA 93102 Pgpmait Iggmber 125

Brad Schram, President
460 Amherst Drive
Goleta, CA 93017
964-9534

John Bullock, Editor
217 South Third Street
Lompoc, CA 93436
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