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' The need of science (and of humanity in general) to

Lulnps & Sphts classify and categorize all things causes problems for

by RiCl1 Stallcup systematists, because some organisms simply do not t

from the Observer, the quarterly journal of the Point within our denitions.

Reyes Bird Observatory, Number 109, Spring 1997 Blue-fonn and white—form Snow Geese can edge

' from the same nest, but adults at collective breeding sites

HATEVER HAPPENED to Audubon’s Warbler, and prefer to mate with their own phenotypical sort (i.e. those

§/ what the heck is a Juniper Titmouse? Is there with the same observable physical characteristics). These

really such a thing as a Thayer’s Gull? Are there geese are not even considered sub-species — just

going to be three species of Fox Sparrows, or eight Red morphologically different types of the same race. In

Crossbills? Did White-tailed Kite and Spotted Towhee i contrast, Clark’s and Western Grebes, which display a

come back from somewhere, and why is the little heron breeding strategy like the geese, are designated as different

just green? These kinds of questions and many more can species.

only be answered by reviewing decisions of the panel that Audubon’s and Myrtle Warblers, now lumped into

makes ultimate (or tentative) pronouncements about avian Yellow-rumped Warbler, are quite different birds, and

taxonomy. virtually every individual seen throughout their winter

The naming ofNo1th American birds and their range by skilled eld omithologists can be instantly and

elevation (splits) or demolition (lumps) to or from the rank conclusively identied as one or the other. It is said that

of species is exclusively in the hands of the American there is a large area of sympatry (closely related species

Omithologist’s Union (AOU) Committee on Taxonomy which do not interbreed) during the nesting season. So

and Nomenclature. This is a group of about ten where are all the “hybrids”?

professional omithologists that review papers published Bullock’s and Baltimore Orioles, knovsm collectively

by research-omithologists (often graduate students) and for a recent-while as Noithem Oriole, have been re-split

judge the validity of the ndings. Lumps and splits even iough “hybrids” at and away from the sympatric

become ofcial when they are published in the AOU /breeding zone are common. “Hybrid” Rose-breasted and

Checklist ofNorth American Birds (a really thick book, Black-headed Grosbeaks are also frequent in the center of

now in its sixth edition) or periodic supplements to that the continent, but their status as full species has not yet

document, which appear in the AOU’s magazine The Auk. been broken. The case of the Lazuli and Indigo Buntings

Overtime, clear trends have been displayed. Lumping (Continued on page 2)

rules for a few years, then splitting, then lumping Joe

Taylor, once the leading lister, claimed that he reached CONTENTS

600 birds in North America three times. Each time he got

there, This list got lumped down. Now we are in a very Lumps & SP/"S P- 1'2

strong splitting trend. If this had been happening when Joe 1997 Bird Counts 2

was breaking 600, he could have stayed home and

watched his list go up —— a lot. November Program p_ 3

In a.nswer to wonder as to what the changes are all

about, I have often suggested jokingly to friends that the Birding SYmP°5l““‘ & Bird Feslival P- 3

cause may not be one of true scientic classication, but Field Trips

one of a need for new theses topics by new generations of
p. 4'

graduate students. ~
Peterson’s Warblers ofNorth America p. 5
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is the same as that of the grosbeaks. \1,' ‘ S D
Birders once again have to travel to seek out the three

species of Rosy Finch, as they did before a 20-year lump.

The recent Rufous-sided Towhee re-split into Spotted

(west) and Eastem (east) opens a can-of-nematodes, since

their physical appearance and vocalizations are

longitudinally clinal across the country: this means that

Santa Barbara Audubon Society

1997 Christmas Bird Count

Saturday, Januaiy 3 , 1998

birds at each end of the geographic range arequite 7 '>' W” “T 7 “>' 7 *:' 1’ ':' 7 *1" 7 '> A” ':' 1- ':' 7 ':' 7 '1‘

different, but the difference graduates through .:_<— _<_<~ .:_'<— .1.-1— .:_<— <_-<— .1. -1- .1. <— 4;? .:_<— .:_<-

neighboring populations west to east. And where do we ‘I’ La Pufigima Audubon Christmas Bird Count
|

place the group in Georgia and Florida that has white \1/ saw,-day, December 21, 1997 ,i\

(instead of red) irises? The l8 currently recognized sub- ti, please can John Ayl-es at ‘1_gO5_563_29Q5 for

species of Fox Sparrow can be loosely sorted into Red assignments and meeting times., \|

Brown, and Gray groups, and there are rumblings that '1 _i_: _:____ _:_ _:_i’ _i_ ;_ _;_i’ ;_7\’ gig _: _>_:_

each of these groups could be split out and promoted to ' C S / C C ' ' / C C '
species level. Do Savannah and Song Sparrow, Horned ‘ -1-’? 11- 4‘ -43 -1- <’ +4’ -1- 4‘ —:- '3 -1-’? ~:-<’ -1-’? ~:—"

Lark) and Marsh Wren follow? Do the eight vocally ll/Thanksgiving Bird Count-— to participate contact Dr.

different nomadic tribes of Red Crossbills each deserve W 101111 G4 ldewston, Natural Resources Building, HL\H1b°1dt-
I

their own, second Latin name? - ‘ §‘a‘° Ehuvefslm fxrcatja’ Cé 955,21 , , , \ ll‘

Recent research shows that two races (in wildlife I _:' K 7:’ f 7:’ K 7:’ I _:' I 7:’ l 7} l 7:’ K S) I _:' ’ ':'

biology this word is used interchangeably with subspecies) th d f“h b .d ,, I 1 - f
. . . . ousan s o y ri s are present a ong t ie coast o

§§1f£:131:gn;lflil§;I:l:u::gtiL;at1]iZfgisggiiglhatwlll be Northem California and many are misidentied as other

Sie-a7Cascades "and the Tunip'er'TTtn‘touse is that of Great spews mg‘ H°"i"g a“d Th“‘y°')s G““S‘ A ‘a'g"'

Basin habitats Some eld ornitholo ists have alwa s percentage of the “hybrids” have White or yellow isesE Y

noted the differences in both their appearance and voice. than :10 izier parental type and than head Streaking’
mant e-s a e, and primary pattems are intermediate

Ifgigeozzévgiz adrgolitietggillgglgg between those of the parents. Possibly these birds have not

S P = i b l d b h ld * ’ ' bh han d_ Th h. f h h W.“ een umpe ecauset at wou‘ invite questions a out

B£ii:i1iii)st fwhiih haveettvvcaiysivniiiail d,isiin‘:i1w:§t-side many other species m the Hemng Gun Complex that
’ y ’ freely interbreed wherever their nesting ranges collide.

east-side populations, phenotypes, and voices - also be

!\\

/‘\

/|\

I

/\

>

/[\

l

/it

l

/ll

Here in California we see hybrid Glaucous x
se arated? .p .

It is quite obvious to those who think about such things aucgus Wggeii and G1~auco.u;)liH;rgng Gsll1s'k B ked
. . . sew ere, erring crosses wit ot reat- ac ac

2:2éaafglinévgld EL::exi;::f:t3;;h:o€lzle;n1§::1l;e:;. the and ‘Lesser-black Backed are well documented in the

‘ ’ lit t
two femis is thorough, and on some breeding islands, all 6‘: “T; 1

adults show intermediate characteristics Durin winter re iayerys’ Kum einis’ and Iceland Guns an the
' i g ’ same species? Are all these birds the same species — the

Sea Gull? We will have to await the decisions of the AOU

El Tecuiole is published 8 times a year by the Santa Barbara conmiittee to nd out. . t

A'1d“\f°_ 399166’, 1l1¢- N011’-membf Price f°1' 31} 2091131 Maybe Audubon’s and Myrtle Warblers will be re-

5115591’1P'l1°" I5 $15 P91’ Y5“ A"f1"b°" "1¢"lb¢1"5 3"? Inf/twd l0 split, and maybe Spotted and Eastem Towhees will be re-
send announcements, letters, articles, photos, and drawings for lumped‘ Nobody now knoWS’_but few birds at racial or

consideration to"
Janet Eastm'a Editor ,5 specic levels ofphylogeny are immune to promotion or

BarbarzI‘1,Audubon demotion based on scientic study and data interpretation.

"..;';,4;/ii /Wh h h b l
5679 Hollister Avenue - Suite SB i tr

V Goleia, CA 93117

.,,_

at is certain is t att e irds themse ves don’t care.

;v'_,, Rich Stallcup is a Research Associate at the Paint Reyes Bird

(805) 964 1468 FAX‘ (805) 967 7718 ‘vi Observatory in Stinson Beach, California which promotes

conservation through science. _
Deadline for submissions is the 10th of the month.
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NOVlEMlBlElR PROGRAM Central Valley Birding Symposium

Tigers of the Snow Dccmbef 4-7, 1997

a presentation on the Siberian tiger by
WHAT ARE KENN KAUFMAN, Kimball Garrett, Jan Pierson,

Mark StQuffer Nancy Neweld, Ted Bccdy, and many other world-class

Wednesday, November 19
birders going to be doing December 4-7‘? They will be

launching the new Central Valley Bird Club by presenting

8:93;: M programs at a Birding Svmposiuin in Stockton Califomia

st‘ Join them for fascinating programs covering a wide

range ofbirds as well as photography and eld sketching.

— home to more than 209 avian species in winter!

I 5 ,

1' I ' /;_“"_: f_, Vendors will sell books, optics. birding gear, and more.

/Vt 4: ‘ ‘ii " \ Explore area hot spots with eld trips ranging from Yolo

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. for refreshments. County to the Merced Wildlife Refuge.

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History , For an informational brochure call Cindy at (800) 350-

Farrand Hall 1987. Space is limited. Co-sponsored by the San Joaqin

1226 Puesta del Sol Auduboll $0¢i@IY-

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Santa Barbara resident and cinematographer Morro Bay Winter Festival
extraordinaire Mark Steuffer will sho\v his Emmv-award

winning National Geographic Special, Tigers of the Snow, January 1 6- l 9, 1

which he produced and directed. This was the rst time
that the Nnnnnal Geogranlnc-Society has reccivcd ve ~ Come celebrate the return of the wintering birds to Morro

Ennny nonnnnnnns for 3 single nn|ne_nme Snnciah In his Bay — an area known for its natural beauty and over 230

program for Santa Barbara Audubon, Mark, who was i bird 5P°Cie5- The F9$tiVdi> C°'5P°ii5°red by the Morro’

successful in filming Siberian tigers in the wild for the Coast Aiidiibdiiw Offcrs Over 35 °XP¢rt guided tieid triP5

rst time ever, will talk about these rare tigers and answer iimiiidiiig a “Big D332“ Rarities, dcedii triP§» kayak trips

questions following the video presentation. Mark has also 9" iii‘? Bd§’= Vdii triP5 to i°°i< for tii° Caiiforiiia Condor,

produced for National Geographic Television the Enimy- Saridiiiii Cra'IlcS7 and °V¢r 20 $P@°ie5 of raptors and many

award winning specials Secrets of the Wild Panda} owls. There will be 20 workshops and presentations

Survivors of the Skeleton Coast, and Braving Alaska, i"¢iiidiiiB begiitiiiiig birdiiiéb bird Pii°t°i5i'i1PiiY= gdii
identication, and nest boxes. For a brochure contact the

For more details on the program, ca/I the Audubon Ofce Morro Bay Chilmbcr °rC0m111@F<>¢, P04 BOX 376, MOYYO

at (805) 964-1468. . Bay. CA 93443 or call (800) 231-0592.? National Audubon Society Membership Application

I IWa11tI<>.i<>i11 Special new-member rate of $20E Audubon and help

Q rotect wildlife andP Name
wildlife habitats.

Make checkpayable to and send I0:

National Audubon Society

Membership Data Center state/Zip

1 P.O. Box 5100

Address

City

Boulder, CO 8032i‘iOO0 local Chapter — Santa Barbara Audubon Society C13 7XCH
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FIELD TRIPS A

DEVEREUX Stoucn CARRIZOPLAIN, SAN Luis Onrsro Couurv

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 8.230\A.M. FRIDAY-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5-6

target: Snowy Plover and other shorebirds, seabirds, land target: Short-cared Owl, Sandhill Crane, Mountain Plover,

birds and water fowl birds ofprey, Mountain Bluebird, Sage Thrasher, Horned

leader: Ron Hirst (805) 964-7658 Larks, Sage Sparrow

From the north take 101 south to Glen Annie/Storke and leader: Tom Rohrer: (805) 898-0646

take Storke Rd. south. Tum left onto El Colegio Rd., then Trip begins Saturday moming at Motel 6 in San Luis

right onto Camino Corto Lane. From the south take 101-to Obispo — $30 double/$46 single occupancy. Carpool

Los Carneros Rd. south past Hollister Ave. to El Colegio drivers will appreciate gas money. Bring money for meals,

Rd. and tum right, Tum left onto Camino Corto Lane and Participants must call Tom for directions to motel, carpool

drive south to end. Tum right onto Del Playa Dr. and arrangements, and other information. No gas, water, or

drive to the end and park on the street. AAA Santa food on the Plain. Bring food and beverage for snacks and

Barbara & Vicinity F-3; DeLonne p. 89 A-6 Scopes lunch. Dress for hot, cold, and rain. To reserve your space

useful. Bring water. Done before noon. Rain date: Sunday . send check with name, address, and phone to reach Santa

Barbara Audubon Society, 5679 Hollister Ave, Suite 5B,

PACIFIC MissiLE TEsr CENTER AT Ponvr Muou Goleta, CA 931 17-3402 by November 15. Trip limited to

NEAR OXNARD 10 participants. Those seeking a roonmiate may want to

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 5;45 A_M_ - tell Tom their smoking and snoring habits and tolerance

target: waterfowl, rails, egrets, shorebirds and lm’ 89nd"-

coordinatori Paul Keller (805) 968-7804 PAL0 ALTO BAYLANDS

From the east take 101 north to Cabrillo Blvd. (left lane \ DECEMBER 1344
exit just past town of Montecito). Take Cabrillo and tum

target: Black Rail, Califomia Clapper Rail, Nelson’s
right onto Los Patos Way, and look for Andrée Clark Bird Sharp_‘aed sparrow Water fowl

‘Refuge parking on the le. From the west, take 101 south leader. Don Rathbun (805) 968-7804

to Los Paws off ramp (aer Mpaspxit) and tum right Trip begins Saturday moming at a motel in or near Palo

into Bird Refuge parking‘ AAA Santa Barbara & Vicinity Alto Cost not yet known but will include gas meals and
E-16, DeLonne p. 98 A-7. Carpool from here. The trip

lodging. Participants must call Don between Nov. 5 and

Wm begin at Muguis Pizza across the Main Gate off Hwy" 30th Those near Santa Barbara will carpool to Palo Alto
1 at Wood Rd. at 8:00 am. If you want to meet us at

Friday evening. The extreme high tide on Saturday may

Mug“ S Plzza’ you must la me know‘ To reserve your ush target birds in view in time for some to drive home
space call me on November 3, 4, 5, or 6. If you get my

machme’ munclate clearly and Slowly’ Spelllng , chasing vagrants, trying again for the rail if not seen, or .
necessary, your last name, rst name, middle initial, social Viewing abundant Watfowl

security number, citizenship status, phone number, and if ' " -

that dav. Others may wish to bird through Sunday,

_,1

"WY;

you are under l8 yrs. old, your age (must be l2 or over). next Fear .

Limit of 25 people. We need at least 15 participants for ' "
the trip to go, so barring medical emergency or death in v January 10 Christmas Bird Count Area "

1 i.the immediate family, if yousign up, you must show up.

Leader will be someone yet to be assigned from the Point

Mugu environmental sta who will show us around until
January 31 — Ventura County Game Preserve

about noon. Bring photo ID, lunch, water. Dress in layers ‘ '

for heat, fog, wind, or showers. Scopes useful: Cameras

not allowed‘ ,2 — A1/eld trips are open to the public. Unless otherwise

§‘

T-T)

noted, trips are free and reservations are not needed. If
you need zt loaner pair ofbinoculars for a trip, call the

”””"""' leader. .
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Peterson Field Guide to WELCONE TO NEW 1

Warblers ofNorth America i NENBERS
-I011 Dunn and Garrett Santa Barbara Audubon Society extends a warm welcome

1 to all new members. We look forward to seeing you at
FINALLY, HERE is THE FIRST complete guide to one of the most upcgming Audubon meetings and gld ll-jp5_ W¢’;e g]ad

chahehgihg ahdilhtcremhg gT°“P5 °f bird ih North you’re part of the growing number of local supporters for
A111e1'1¢a- A Field Guide‘ '0 W1"bl"S (0111 O<>10h¢1 15; Audubon’s efforts to excite people about birds and the
$20.00 paperback) is the rst true guide to some of the preservation of their habitat. Thank you for joining:
most sought alter birds, employing the famous Peterson ' /

Identication system that indicates exactly what to look MS’ pnincin K_ Anlnnin Claudia Knndson

for to tell one bird from another Noel Alandei M. Larsgaard

Each of the sixty warbler species is described in detail, Cln-lsline Allison Mrs. Jeanne P. LeCompte

from its eld marks to its mating habits and every Brooke Anderson i 141151111 Mafavhhi

plumage is beautifully illustrated in color —— in both Ms. Andromache Angelides M5- BF55 G- Marsh

paintings and photographs. Precise range maps show MF5~ 5115311 AYW5 Margw Mas?“

where each species can be seen at different times of the B°hbY Bennett Berke]? Mags .

M lk Benneli Ms Michele Dorantes Me]

year' . . . . k Mil. Elmer Bernstein Ahhee NemelhThe [eld Guide is illustrated by Thomas hultzl MS‘ Anyssa G. Binder Miss in Nengeni

and Cindy House. Shultz has specialized in painting avian Mrs‘ Ray Bowies Msi Cyniliia E_ Nigia
subjects for over 20 years and has contributed illustrations l_ Brandi M54 Cmhja A, pare

to the National Geographic Society’s Field Guide to the Evelyn Bridgman Mr. & Mrs. Paul Perlmutter

Birds ofNorth America. House, an artist with a degree in Cindy Chadwick Miss Susan M. Petronio

wildlife biology, has illustrated several bird books and is a Alexis Christopher Amelia Pfaff
member of the Society of Animal Artists. Jcniffer Coulter ~ Paul Si PhilhP5

Jon Dunn is "an editorial consultant for Birding G313’ C1i5Pi11 High H" Pl?"
magazine and chief consultant for the National Geographic ML R» 5' D°“’“°Y Mm Cymhla A‘ Pme
Society’s Field Guide to the Birds ofNorth America. Rbecca Dugan Elsgigziza
Kimball Garrett is an omithologist at the Los Angeles Mrs‘ Thomas Emmy Sn 1 use

. . _ , Jenna Endras 5- 6 do" R°5e11
County Museum and the book review editor ofBirding. ione S’ Evans Elaine Rncli

For more information contact Peter Strupp at Ms) Eve Enlellngeml gamual

Houghton Mifin Trade & Reference Division, (617) 351- Ban, Ensign sieve gchecnier _

3240 or Peter_Strupp@hmco.com. I ‘ Ann M_ Fisher the Friendship Center

Mr. Bart Francis ' Sandra S9315/ Mrs. P. Francisco Belsy Shamans

’/7% Russ Franco R0861’ T» smhh
‘ E Mr. John Franklin -lahet Sllch

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Gillberg _ Jane Swuder
Mn Roben Gllck Ms. Geraldine Terry

. William J. Green Johh Th°11181'¢h

About Solicitations Ms» B%"b@"* lm" J°“.°“° T’Y°“
Mr. Dieter Hornemann A1111 W~ Uhale

. . . .1 Polly Hjortland M1» 131165 7311111161Ifyou are bothered by solicitations from National Kn" Hoenger Miss Micliclle Vono

Audubon Society, you can have your name removed from snsnn Pi Home Wynn waslngei
their appeals list. Just drop a line to the membership Tnninas Jnnnbs Annie Webb

department stating your wishes. If you include one of the Efngst H, Jgneg Mr. & Mrs. Jack Wilson

mailing labels from the magazine, it will speed up the Nathan Kandus Mi hehe 3- Whlsauel’

process. Write to: Membership, National Audubon G.B. King 3- Wih5l°W'H°‘_"P11d

Society, 100 Broadway, New York, NY 10003-9562. Nathan Kandus MP 1°11" P- W11“?
Mrs. William K. Ziegler

5
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Saturday, November 8 Central Coast Council Meeting Qicers and (jqmmittee Qhairs

SANTA BARBARA
AUDUBON SOCIETY

hosted by Conejo Valley Audubon September 1997 August 1998

Society - 439 San Pablo, Caniarillo

Thursday, November 13 Santa Barbara Audubon Society .

Board Meeting an invited I President._ Lauren DeChant ..... .. 566-9314

| Vice President: Lee Mo1daver.... 682-2120 |

Saturday, November 15 Devereux Slough eld trip I Secretary: Everett King............. 569-2307 I
Treasurer: Chris Walden 969-4256

0fN11lfl History 3100 P111 | Conservation: Dave Wass.......... 682-6962

. . Education: Elan Sutton...... ...68”3-1143. . | .. .

Sunday, November 23 Pacic Missile Test Center Point FieldT . P lKe“e 968 7804

OFFICERSI

Wednesday, November 19 November Program: Tigers of the C C
MMITTEF I-IAIRS

Snow at the Santa Barbara Museum I O I

Mugu eld trip | UPS‘ an r '

Thursday-Sunday,’ December 4-7 Central4Valley Birding Symposium

Christmas Bird Count

EL DATED MATERW-— NOYEMMJR 1997 Non-prot Orgahiaatithi

Newsletter: Janet Eastman 964-1468

Thursday, November 27 Seventh Annual I Programs: Gage Ricard............. 967-3604

T118n1<$giviK1gBil'd COLIHI I Membership: David Kisner..... .. 692-9792

Publicityl Sheila Golburgh Johnson 682-4618

in Stockton I Bum REFUGEI Rob Lindsay ....... .. 964-9514

Ar LARGE

U Darlene Chirman ........ 692-2008

Sunday, December 21 La Purisima Audubon Society D0“ & Florence Stwers 9673690

Ojcers and Committee Chairs meet the sec-I
Saturday, January 10, 1998 Santa Barbara Audubon Society I and T/rum‘!/y Of each mom‘/1. Members are

Christmas Bird Count welcome to attend. P/ease call the ofce to

I

Friday-Saturday, December 5-6 Carrizo Plain eld trip ‘ RARE BIRDSI K31’611 Bridgers _____ -- 964-1316
1 I

Friday-Saturday, December 12-13 Palo Alto Baylands eld trip I

veri/fv dates and times at (805) 964-1468. FAX I
Tues.-Fri, January 16-19, 1998 Morro Bay Bird Festival I (805) 967_7718_

Saturday, January 31, 1998 Ventura County Game Preserve f.t. I FEM; 1N1(gR_,4w11\r5 ONCOVER Bygium [1/§RR]_§‘O1\[

I I
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